
 
 

Art & Design Curriculum Policy 2015 
 

Understanding the Arts 
 
Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge 
pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they 
should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect and 
shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. 
 
Curriculum aims 
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

 know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms. 
 
Why is this area of learning important? 
The arts provide a wealth of vital experience to excite children’s imaginations and develop their creativity. This area of learning encourages them to 
participate actively, to try out different possibilities, and to make and communicate meaning to different audiences through a variety of media and contexts.  
This area of learning includes art and design and teaches children how to use the arts to express their thoughts and emotions and empathise with others. 
Through the arts they develop original ideas, explore issues and solve problems. 
Participating in a range of art forms helps children become creative, responsive, critical and appreciative. They discover the value of focus, discipline and 
practice and the importance of working collaboratively. Working as artists themselves and responding to the work of other artists helps them to develop an 
appreciation of aesthetics, and enables insights into different viewpoints, identities and cultures. 
Children’s understanding of the arts is a source of inspiration, enjoyment and fulfilment. It also enhances their personal, social and emotional development. 
It enables them to participate in and respond to the creative and cultural life of their communities and different cultures and traditions. 
 
 
 



1. Essential knowledge & Key Skills 
 

Key Stage 1 

As the children progress through Key Stage One they use their learned knowledge of tools and materials to explore and develop their ideas by drawing, 
painting, collage, textiles, digital, media and printing, by collecting ideas and talking about them.  

Our aim at Sacks Morasha is to give children the opportunities to use a wide range of media and tools to develop their artistic skills and to experience 
creating products where the varied art elements are used. We want our children to understand that we can talk about our work and the work of others 
and that we can use artists’ work as an inspiration for our own work. 

In Key Stage 1 pupils will be taught:  

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination  

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space  

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and 
disciplines, and making links to their own work.  

Key Stage 2 

Children’s creative development in Key Stage 2 should build on their experiences provided at Key Stage 1. It is important that the knowledge and skills in Key 
stage 1 be extended and developed in Key Stage 2. By the time our children reach Upper Key Stage 2 we aspire to equip them with the skills and confidence 
to develop their own ideas and adapt them as they progress. The majority of children will be able to use their acquired skills safe in the knowledge that 
ideas are valued and appreciated by the adults who are providing the scaffolding on which to create a masterpiece.  

In Key Stage 2 our children use sketch books as an integral part of the exploration and development of ideas. We aim to encourage the children to use their 
sketchbooks as a means of recording, investigating and experimenting with materials images and ideas. If the children choose to collect samples of colour, 
texture, likes and dislikes then sketchbooks are the place to store them.  

 



In Key Stage 2 pupils will be taught: 

 Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an 
increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.  

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, 
charcoal, paint, clay]  

 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

In Key Stage 2 our children use sketch books as an integral part of the exploration and development of ideas. We aim to encourage the children to use their 
sketchbooks as a means of recording, investigating and experimenting with materials images and ideas. If the children choose to collect samples of colour, 
texture, likes and dislikes then sketchbooks are the place to store them.  

 
3. Breadth of learning 
Children will learn about how the arts are created and enjoyed today, how they have changed over time, and the contribution they make to our lives and 
culture. How the arts are used and valued in different cultures and traditions should also be explored. Children will learn how to combine art forms 
imaginatively and in complementary and enhancing ways. They will exhibit for a range of audiences, and work with artists in and beyond the classroom. 
They will be introduced to the appropriate language of the arts. 
In art children will be involved in design, craftwork and fine art on a variety of scales, working in two and three dimensions and using ICT to explore line, 
shape, form, colour, texture and pattern. They will develop their understanding through visits to galleries and exhibitions. 
 
 
Curriculum Progression  
 
The elements of Line, Colour, Tone, Space, Shape, Form, Pattern & Texture will be taught through the exciting and creative experiences of 
Drawing, Digital Media, Painting, Printing, Textiles, 3D & Collage linked to our topics.  
 
 


